AFA Notification Number 32 – Rule clarifications – Rules re collection of loose balls and Rule regarding what is allowed during warm up periods before each race.

1. Rules regarding collection of loose balls during races.

Under the Rules (Chapter 9.2 (k)) teams are required to collect loose balls during or at the end of each heat (this is a safety issue as well as being a potential distraction issue for the other teams dog/s). Teams may elect to have a ball shagger to assist in collection (refer Rule Chapter 5 (a)) or teams may elect to have one or more of the team members collect the loose balls. There is no requirement in the Rules for teams to have a dedicated ball shagger. If a Judge feels that a team is failing to satisfactorily collect its loose balls they shall issue a warning for the first offence. A second and any subsequent offence will involve the offending team losing the heat in question.

2. Rules regarding the warm up period before a race.

Under the Rules teams are allocated a warm up period before the start of each race. The duration of the period is normally advertised in the Catalogue and announced before the start of each competition and is normally between 90 seconds and two minutes.

During this warm up period teams are required to set up their box and adjust jump heights. Teams are also allowed to “practice in the ring” during the warm up period. This includes novice dogs included in the team being able to do run backs or partial runs, the use of jump aids whilst warming up dogs and general assistance by team members and runners. 

During the warm up period the normal Rules and penalties for fouling, crossing, interference, distraction, aggression and poor sportsmanship all still apply. 

