Draft Minutes – Subject to final approval at February 2012 Meeting

Australian Flyball Association Inc. – Minutes of Meeting held on 9th January 2012.

Present: Jenny Millar, Brian Lindsay, Richard Mellon, Julie Pamplin, Sue Norton, Lyn Clyde, Maureen Williamson, Wayne Stroop, Catherine Saberton, Penny Lloyd, Ian Gauntlett, Frank Lux, Anne Coleman and Kylie White 

Apologies – Pat Byrne and Brendan Giles

Meeting Opened at 7.35 pm via Go to Meetings Conference.

ITEM  - Starred Items.
The following Items were adopted without discussion:

      1) Minutes of December Meeting (Minor correction to Minutes required - Title Pins only being available for FM upwards).

 2) Renewals of Membership 

 3) Treasurers Report. End December Bank balance $575.36 plus Investment Account balance of $35757.85.

 4) Correspondence In and Out 

       5) Stewards Passes –Kevin Bulman CRN 528
 6) Timekeepers Passes – Nil

ITEM – Check of Action Sheet for Outstanding Matters.

Following Items outstanding:

      2 Rule clarifications (Centre Line and aggression outside ring). Richard to circulate Sub Committee Minutes and Recommendations.

ITEM – New Members.

      Following new members approved: 

Hope Cameron, Erin Slater, Anthony Desira, Lisa Faorlin, Joyce Millsom, Rebecca Kendt, Kathleen Cassells, Janice Turriff, Heather Addie and Narci Teoh.

ITEM – Sanctioned Events Approved.

Comp – Berwick – Sat 11th Feb 2012 – Berwick Highland Games – Berwick Highland Gathering.

Comp – Berwick – Sat and Sun 10 and 11th November 2012 – Dandy Drags Paw Power – Dandenong Show

Comp – St.George – Sunday 11th March 2012 – St.George Springtime Sprint in Autumn – Kempt Park Derham St Hurstville.

Comp – Para District – Saturday 17th March 2012 – Mad March Mayhem – Jenkins Reserve Salisbury SA.

Comp – Pine Rivers – Sat 24th March 2012 – Purely for Points – Rob Akers Reserve Strathpine.

Comp – Southern Cross – Friday 6th April 2002 – Supercoat Friday Flurry – Sydney Royal Show.

Comp – Norwest Canine – Saturday and Sunday 7th and 8th April 2012 – Purina Supercoat Challenge Cup – Sydney Royal Show.

Comp –Redlands Club – Sat and Sunday 8th and 9th September 2012 -  Redfest Racing Riot – Cleveland Showground. (Including Demos at Lunchtime involving dogs not entered in comp and 0.000 races if time allows.)

Demo – Tassie Flying Paws – Sunday 19th Feb 2012 – Richmond Park Richmond Tassmania.

Demo – Tassie Flying Paws – Sat 17th March 2012 – Breame Creek Showground Breame Creek Tasmania.

ITEM – Report from Dog Incident Sub Committee. Black Card – Spark CRN 2121B.

The Sub Committee had reported by email that they had considered the Report and Witness statements regarding an incident at the Ballarat Competition held on Saturday the 3rd December involving two Eastside Flyers dogs. The incident involved Spark CRN 2121B colliding with Zack and knocking Zack to the ground. Zack was start dog for the heat and Spark number 2 dog. In the first 4 heats of the race Spark was released from close to the start line as Zack went passed. In the 5th heat Spark was taken back about 10 ft for release. When released Spark appeared to head directly towards Zack and made body contact with Zack. Sparks head appeared to collect Zack’s side. There was no evidence of any mouth contact but the body contact was significant.

The Sub Committee noted that Spark was a dog in the early stage of his flyball career and up to this competition has only run as last dog in the team.

The Sub Committee recommended that Spark be issued with a Warning letter type 2 which included the requirement that Spark be given more focus training over the 4 month period up to end April 2012 - and that this training be logged and submitted to the AFA Secretary at end April as evidence of the retraining. Spark would be free to take part in AFA activities during the retraining period at owner’s discretion after consultation with Club Instructors. This recommendation was approved by email between Meetings and the owner notified of outcome.

ITEM – Report from Rules Sub Committee.

Sub Committee had meet and Report was available. Richard would circulate and matter to be discussed at February Meeting.

ITEM – Website Server upgrade and Web Site Mapping

Brendan not at Meeting – Item deferred till February.

ITEM – Timekeeper Pack upgrade

Sue reported she had been working on upgrade of wording and had produced and circulated for comment a flowchart of how lights are to beset up and operated. She asked for guidance as to whether to include set up (agreed to include) and the “backtrack” option that seemed to only be being used in Victoria. After discussion suggested that Backtrack Option be included, possibly as an addendum to main flowchart. Sue indicted she hopped to finalise the draft Pack update before February Meeting.

ITEM – Composite Teams

Matter deferred as discussion paper not available.

ITEM – Disability Action Working Party Report.

Frank reported on Working Party report that had been circulated. General Agreement with the recommended overall Disability Policy Statement as outlined in Report. Issues associated with possible need for Rule changes as outlined in Report discussed. View expressed that it may be better to have a Guidelines Statement (outlining the intent behind the Policy and including a series of Guidance points for Judges when they were dealing with any issues associated with the Policy in the Ring). Once that document was available Rules Sub Committee could look at any Rule amendments required. This approach was agreed with secretary to convert Working Party Report into the Policy and Guidelines Document for discussion at February Meeting.

ITEM - Purina Sponsored Competitions 2012

The Committee noted the request from Redlands Dog Club to have the Redfest September Competition as a Purina Sponsored competition. The Committee noted that the approved 2012 Purina Events were the February Nationals in Canberra and the two Competitions at Sydney Royal Show in April. Conformation was sought as to whether the November Dandanong Show Competition was likely to seek Purina Sponsorship? – Jenny to follow up. Based upon the fact that Purina sponsorship was available for up to 6 competitions in 2012 it was AGREED to recommend that the Redfest Competition be a Purina sponsored event.    Richard to follow up with Purina. 

ITEM – National Update.

Kylie reported as follows:

Emma had been forced to withdraw as a Judge – suggested that existing Judges were adequate and no additional Judge appointment necessary– agreed;

41 Teams entered for main competition;

Turf would be laid the coming Wednesday;

Lots of good raffle prizes available with 8 sponsored major prizes;

Parking and drop of arrangements to be similar to 2011 – will be strictly enforced.

ITEM – WEB Update.

Kylie and Julie reported they had been slowly working through the Web and updating sections. More work still needed and will be progressively done. 

ITEM – Other Business.

1). Committee noted the email from Ian Kendt reporting on progress with production of Wicket Bases. He asked if existing Wickets could be sent down to him so he could fit to bases in a uniform way. Agreed Regional Representatives to organist this and communicate with Ian directly re timing and pick up arrangements. 

2). Committee noted request to acquire an additional Headset mike plus some connecting cables and power leads for the second Victorian Light Set. After discussion agreed to approve purchases – head set to be within a Budget of approx $600. Committee also approved purchase of an additional Surge Protector device for the Light set. Ian Kendt to contact Wayne re Surge protector and Power leads. 

3). During discussion of the need for a new Head Set mike for Victoria the matter of Victorian Judges announcing, via the head set mike, which dogs in a team needed to rerun was raised. Concern expressed that this was a non-uniform arrangement, as Judges in other States did not do this and not all Victorian Judges followed this approach. Argument put forward that when this happened it was simply an aid to Teams as to what dogs needed to rerun. Contrary view put that unless it was a uniform approach followed by all Judges it was advantaging some teams at some times. After discussion it was agreed that a uniform approach across Australia was desirable and the matter should be referred to Supervisory judge with request that it be discussed on the Judges Forum with a view to developing a uniform and consistent recommendation re signaling need to rerun a dog.  Agreed.

4). Sue raised issue of condition and use of the Queensland trailer. Trailer was in poor condition with rust – a quote of $1200 had been obtained to repair rust and cut down to make easier to transport. Suggestion made by Sue that rather than do this the trailer be sold and the proceeds used to provide a set of backing boards to all Queensland clubs so that they did not need to be transported. In discussion view put that the retention or sale of the Trailer should be based on assessed need for a trailer with no issue of what may or may not be done with sale proceeds. View expressed that AFA purchase of Backing Boards for Queensland clubs would raise issue of why not also do this for all Clubs across Australia. Suggestion that Sue prepare a Discussion paper on this issue for the February Meeting. Agreed 

5). Maureen raised issue of when the next Flying Times was likely to be issued as Tassie members were concerned about delay. Matter would be raised with Brendan who was the editor.

Catherine and Wayne gave apologies for next Meeting as they were planning to be married on the day before – Congratulations offered by all. Ian Gauntlett also apologized as he would be on a cruise (AGAIN – bracket comment offered by Secretary).

Next meeting set for Monday 6th February at 7.30 pm.

The Meeting closed at 9.15 pm.

Signed as a true record.

President.

