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President’s Report

It’s great to see all clubs have been working feverishly to promote the sport of Flyball and lift its public profile by making every effort to plan and host sanctioned competitions at major public events. The importance of sponsorship cannot be underestimated, as your sport grows, so to will the size of competitions.  I believe we owe it to the future of our sport to ensure we develop a strong relationship with present and future sponsors by ensuring our sport represents good value for their advertising dollar.

This is easily achieved by a few simple steps.  Wherever possible host competitions at major public events, issue press releases including the names of sponsors as frequently as possible, demonstrations at markets, fetes, etc, not only provide a platform to justify the support of sponsors, (they are also excellent training venues to condition dogs and handlers to perform in front of crowds), send quarterly updates to your sponsors including photos, video footage, newspaper clippings, let them know what they are getting for their investment. 

Sponsorship is the lifeblood of any sport and Flyball racing is no different, sponsorship not only helps to contain costs for host clubs, it also adds credibility to sporting activities. 
Congratulations to the Melbourne clubs who worked together to secure the indoor K-9 arena for the 2000 National Flyball Championships at the Royal Melbourne Show. 

Special thanks to the Vice President, Eric Van Zuyden, who has continued his excellent work as the Victorian Representative. Travelling around other clubs in Victoria helping new teams start up. Today’s Flyball seminar in Melbourne is also the result of Eric’s enthusiasm for the sport.

The Adelaide Royal will be jointly hosted by Golden Grove Obedience and Flyball Club and the Croydon Rockets. The shining light for Flyball racing in South Australia is John Gayler, who I would like to thank on behalf of all AFA Members for his great work over the years and I hope into the future as South Australia’s Regional Representative.

NSW Regional Representative, Terry Hey, has continued his great work promoting the sport in Sydney and has played a pivotal role in promotions like the Incredible Dog Challenge and Harry’s Practice to name just a few.  The efforts of Terry and his fellow Flyball enthusiasts in Sydney are laying the foundation for the sport in NSW with great success.

Of course one of the biggest projects to date was the Incredible Dog Challenge at the Sydney Royal Easter Show, to all who gave so much of their time for this event, thank you.

Flyball in Queensland is alive and well, there are now eight teams in Brisbane looking forward to their first Sanctioned competition to be held either late this year or early next year, we look forward to QLD regional representative, Rosie Milton, inviting us all up for a competition in the sunshine state.

The President of the ACT Canine Association, Mr John Allan has given his considerable support to the Australian Flyball Association since its inception. John has tirelessly lobbied the powers that be in the Australian dog world for the inclusion of Flyball racing as a recognized and sanctioned sport by the ANKC. 
I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of our members to thank you John for your support over the years. In recognition of this support John has been awarded Honorary Membership of the Australian Flyball Association.

Another Honorary Membership has been awarded to a man who dreamed about Flyball becoming a sport in Australia, and set about over a number of years spreading his dream to other people like a virus. Although the man in question is no longer involved in the sport, his enthusiasm inevitably infected many people. The man we are talking about was responsible for the establishment of Queanbeyan Flyball club and later chaired the first meetings attended by Flyball enthusiasts from NSW and ACT that lead to the establishment of the Australian Flyball Association. He also travelled to many areas along the east coast including Melbourne’s Keilor Obedience Dog  Training Club, who were infected with enthusiasm as a result of engaging in unprotected Flyball with the man in question - Mr Gary Harwood.

I would like to thank the committee for their efforts during the year.

Finally it is with mixed emotions that I must announce that Raelene Gibbs the AFA Secretary since day one, will not be standing for re-election to the committee.

Myself and all members who know Raelene, appreciate the profound effect of Raelene’s enormous contribution to the establishment and continual running of the Australian Flyball Association since it’s inception.

Raelene will remain active for a transitional period to allow the new Committee to take on her many tasks.

Raelene, as any organisation the world over knows, their success is the result of having a brilliant secretary. I have always believed that in any organisation no one person is indispensable. The realisation that you will not be there next year brings that belief into serious doubt.

I know I speak for everyone in thanking you for your efforts over the years, and we look forward to seeing yourself and Malcolm competing in the sport you have helped to create, thank you.

AFA Annual General Meeting 

The AFA Annual General Meeting was held Saturday 12 August at the ACT Companion Dog Club in Canberra with a telephone linkup to Melbourne at the Croydon Rockets Flyball Team headquarters where “Flyball Frenzy” was taking place.   A huge thank you to both CDC and the Rockets for providing the venues for the meeting.

The office bearers elected at the AGM are:

President:

Steve Pitt

Vice President:

Eric van Zuyden

Secretary:

Vacant

Treasurer:

Vicki Kennelly

Committee Members:
Pam Atkinson

Lorelle King




Emma Le Cras




Megan Taylor




Nerida Winters

Welcome to the new members to the Committee and thanks to the continuing members for providing another year of valuable service.

Annual Awards

The first Australian Flyball Association Inc. annual awards were presented on Saturday 12 August 2000 at the Annual General Meeting.  The winners were:

AFA Dog of the Year – presented to the dog that has accumulated the most Flyball points from 1 July 1999-30 June2000.

“TAFFIE” owned by Richard and Kirstie Law earned a total of 5076 points from 1 July 1999-30 June 2000.  He is a member of the Croydon Rockets Flyball Team.

AFA Bitch of the Year – presented to the bitch that has accumulated the most Flyball points from 1 July 1999-30 June2000.

“SCOUT” owned by Samantha Marchesani is also a member of the Croydon Rockets Flyball Team.  She earned a total of 5076 points from 1 July 1999-30 June 2000 and is currently the highest point scoring dog with 8852 points.

AFA Team of the Year – presented to the team who with four (4) dogs has accumulated the most Flyball points from 1 July 1999-30 June2000.

The Team of the Year from 1 July 1999-30 June 2000 was “Croydon Rocket Launchers” who amassed a total of 19,942 points.  The members of the team were “JEDDAH” trained by Cathy Trudinger (4895points), “JAGGER” trained by Eric Van Zuyden (4895 points), “TAFFIE” trained by Richard Law (5076 points) and “SCOUT” trained by Samantha Marchesani (5076 points).

AFA Club of the Year – This award is presented by the AFA as a thank you to the team or club who have contributed the most to the sport of Flyball during the year 9 July 1999-30 June 2000.  This is calculated by the number of competitions hosted, the number of competitions entered and the number of qualified judges within the club.

The AFA Club of the Year for 1 July 1999-30 June 2000 is the Croydon Rockets Flyball Team.  The team represent Croydon & District Obedience Dog Club Inc. (Victoria).  The Club has hosted three competitions for the year (Croydon Flyball Challenge, Spring Flyball Frenzy and The Prom Challenge)  They have been represented by at least two teams at every competition held and they have one judge, Emma Le Cras.

The Club was presented with a trophy donated by Warren Townsend from Black Dog Wear.  A fantastic sculpture of recycled parts, it has been named “Springer”.

A big congratulations to all that have won awards this year.  Good luck to everyone in the next racing year, with the first competition being the Adelaide Royal on 9 September 2000.

Thanks Warren & Black Dog Wear!

Black Dog Wear has been sponsoring Flyball Competitions for the past 3 years and has just sponsored a new Perpetual Trophy for the Flyball Club of the Year.  "Springer" as the trophy has been nicknamed, is to recognise efforts made by Flyball Clubs to promote Flyball, run successful competitions and generally improve the health of Flyball in Australia.

Black Dog Wear became involved with Flyball at an early stage of its development in Victoria.   Warren Townsend, the main person behind Black Dog Wear, was apparently looking around for new avenues for exercise and training with his dog and Flyball was one of the things they played with.  Being in the business of making dog training gear, it was not surprising that a Flyball Collar was developed.  As dogs' times got faster and their determination to "get to that ball" began to spill over into hysteria, Black Dog Wear developed a Flyball Harness which has become the main harness design worn by competition dogs in Australia.

Warren describes Black Dog Wear as having a need to do things a little differently, "Things that Black Dog makes need to look good, but also have a certain design that is a bit eye catching. So when we were considering sponsorship of a Flyball Trophy, we just had to do something different, something that people would notice."

Apparently the idea was sparked when Warren discovered some "Found Object" sculptures in a local gallery.  "Now I can usually take or leave most of this stuff'," he said,  "but this particular artist managed to capture the expression and pose of a dog, in a way that only comes from long and hard Dog Watching and probably a good deal of Dog Playing as well."   He did a bit of searching and eventually contacted the artist and started the ball rolling on commissioning a Trophy to be made for Black Dog Wear to present to the Australian Flyball Association.

Warren goes on to say, "In lots of ways Springer brings together many of the things that I appreciate about Flyball.  It doesn't matter what he's made from, it's the task he performs and how he does it, that is what's important.  He's a bit unconventional, in a way he thumbs his nose at much of the conservative attitudes that have existed in the dog world.  But perhaps most of all, he has been made to recognise the efforts of people who join together to have fun with their dogs and to help others do the same."

Warren is a great supporter of Flyball and I believe I speak for everyone when I say thank you Warren for your untiring efforts.  ED.

Flyball Fever – 1 Day Seminar

Croydon & District Obedience Dog Club hosted a seminar on Saturday 12 August that was attended by people from both around Victoria and Mount Gambier (SA).

Entitled “Flyball Fever!” the aim was to not only provide existing competitors with some new training ideas, but to also attempt to infect new blood with Flyball Fever!

Steve Pitt and Vicki Kennelly travelled down from Queanbeyan (NSW) to present with Rodney Gooch, Emma Le Cras and Eric van Zuyden.  Pam Atkinson attempted to keep everything to schedule (we all forgot (ignored) that the bell meant that we had to wind up!)  Richard Law did a fantastic job videoing the theory sessions.  Thanks also to Samantha Marchesani, Isobel van Zuyden  and Sandie McEachern for their valuable help on the day.  Everyone went away with a wealth of knowledge and a full stomach.

The seminar involved a mixture of theory and practical sessions where people had the opportunity to work with their own dogs.  The main focus was on motivational training and the backward chaining method of teaching Flyball.

Vicki and Emma then instilled the knowledge that is needed to enter and compete in a Flyball competition.  Emma and Pam prepared a manual that will be invaluable to people just becoming involved in the sport of Flyball.

Overall, the feedback has been overwhelmingly positive and we are now planning to hold another seminar next year.  This time, it will be bigger and better.  We hope to hold it over a weekend so that people will have more opportunity to work with their individual dogs.

If anyone is interested in obtaining a copy of the video and/or manual, please contact Emma Le Cras (03 9735 2425 or guinness@mbox.com.au) or Eric van Zuyden (03 9779 9601 or zuyden@mbox.com.au.

NAFC 2000 at Melbourne Royal

A note for anyone attending the Nationals in Melbourne on 1 October . Keilor Dog Club will be a base for the collection of equipment - boxes, crates etc - as it seems that we will be going into the show grounds late on the Saturday night to set up for the next day ie. put down the matting , set up crates etc.

It is also envisaged that we will do any vetting and measuring that needs to be done on Saturday at Keilor.  The club will be open from the afternoon onwards.  We will hold a bit of a fun day for anyone that would like a practice with jumps etc (good for the new teams) and of course there is space for others to give their dogs a run free if that is what they would like to do.

We are putting on a dinner  at a cost of about $6-00 per head from approx. 5.30pm.  Attendance is not mandatory as the focus of the afternoon is to give some people a chance to race in another environment other than their own club, train stewards if they are not sure about things and maybe even give the lights a test.  The other issue is to get our equipment into the showgrounds as painlessly as possible and set up for the next day’s racing.  I am sure that we will need volunteers to help out on the Saturday night.

The dinner is being put on as a social event which I am sure the interstate teams will welcome.  I will send out more details to the clubs once we have

them.

June Hunter, Keilor Dog Obedience Training Centre

For further information and regarding the NAFC’s, please contact Emma LeCras on 0413 831 983.

.....and demos too

On the weekend preceding the NAFC’s (23 and 24 September 2000) there will be a number of demonstrations of Flyball at the Melbourne Royal.  If anyone is able to participate in the demonstrations, please contact Emma on the mobile number above.

Flyball at ACT Companion Dog Club

The ACT Companion Dog Club is currently running several levels of Flyball classes including an open Competition class.  Training is currently held on Sunday afternoons, for the beginner levels at 12.30pm and open at 1.30pm.  Membership has been steadily growing throughout the year, particularly in the lower level classes.  Catherine Alexander has recently retired from the CDC Flyball Sub-committee.  Many thanks are extended to Catherine who has managed to stabilise and increase awareness and enthusiasm for Flyball throughout the year.  Rob Heferen is the new convenor and is leading the Flyball activities with as much spirit and enthusiasm his labrador Rosca consistently shows for Flyball.  Again, our appreciation is extended to Rob for so willingly taking over the reins.

Recently a fun competition was held at CDC with members from the Queanbeyan Flyball Club.  Much fun was had by all and it is hoped that more fun competitions will be held in the future with other clubs in the region.  Thank you to all those who attended.

CDC Flyball Comp–Sat 14 Oct 2000

CDC will be hosting the CANBERRA 2000 CANINE CAPER  on Saturday 14th October.  All clubs are invited and encouraged to attend what should be a fantastic fun day of flyball. First time competitors are especially encouraged to attend.  There will be a BBQ, raffles and no doubt heaps of unplanned entertainment!  The entry forms are attached to this newsletter.  For further information please contact Rob Heferen (through CDC office) on (02) 6295 7764.  
National Capital Village Accommodation

If you have booked to stay in the National Capital

Village for upcoming competitions being held in Canberra, the Dog Policy has changed.  A copy is attached to this newsletter.

The Board has decided due to so many people not complying with their policy, there will be no exceptions to the new rules. If guest do not comply they will be turned away.

The Prom Challenge – 28/10/00

Once again “The Prom Challenge” will be held at the Working Dog Education Centre, Welshpool, Victoria.

The competition is sponsored by Bonnie and will be held on Saturday 28 October 2000, as part of their working dog weekend.

Last year, all that attended had a fun and relaxing time.  Accommodation is available close by and details are available on request. 

Entry fee is $40 per team and entries can be forwarded to Emma Le Cras, 113 The Gateway, Lilydale,VIC 3140.  For further detail, contact Emma on 03 9735 2425 or guinness@mbox.com.au.

––– URGENT & IMPORTANT –––

Canberra Pet Expo

On 3, 4 and 5 November there will be a pet expo held in Canberra at NATEX.  Volunteers to promote the sport of Flyball, both with dog for demonstrations and without dog to help with running demo’s are URGENTLY needed.  It is coming up quickly and we would like to have it well organised for such an important promotional event for Flyball.  If you can help out be it for one, two or all three days, please contact Steve Pitt on 02 6299 4908.

Sydney Pet and Animal Expo

Flyball will again be one of the demonstration sports at  the Sydney Pet and Animal Expo.  There were a large number of people who attended last year and by all accounts Flyball had a very large audience.  It was a fun and extremely successful weekend, with heaps of interesting animal things (demonstrations, displays, giveaways, thingamajigs, etc) happening thoughout.  It was a fantastic promotion of Flyball.  Once again, we URGENTLY  need to know who can attend, primarily with dog however we also need a few hands-on helpers.   Any help is appreciated, even if it is for only part of a day.  If you are able to help out for any or all of the three days, please contact Steve Pitt on 02 6299 4908.

––– URGENT & IMPORTANT –––

Canine Games – January 2001

The organisers of the Canine Games in January are crunching away at some ideas for the event in the Budawang building in Canberra in January.  Sounds like it should be a lot of fun and will include obedience, Flyball racing and Agility.  The Flyball part will be a sanctioned event.  It is still in the brainstorming phase, but start training your dogs (especially if they are also good at obedience or agility as well as Flyball – just a hint), because I think it is one you should not miss out on.  Keep watching the newsletter for updates.

STOP PRESS:   This is now a sanctioned Flyball Competition on 20 and 21 January, refer Calendar of Events.

AFA Title Plaques

Don’t forget that the AFA Title Plaques are now available.  The cost of the plaque including GST, postage and handling is $60.  This includes the first engraved title disc. Each engraved title disc after that will be at a cost of $5.00 each.  If you wish to purchase a plaque, please write to the AFA including payment, the name of the dog you want the plaque for and its CRN Number.  

2000 European Flyball Champs

According to the AFA’s European reporter Steve Pitt, who along with camera woman Vicki Kennelly, Vice President Eric Van Zuyden, Isobell Van Zuyden and Cathy Trudinger attended the 2000 European Championships, wow what an event! 

The event was held in the town of Vlimerren outside Antwerp Belgium, we arrived from Antwerp by bus, about 30 minute ride only to find we were still some way from the venue.  Eric rang his contact Lia who said she would organise someone to pick us up.  About 5 minutes later Lia arrived in a four cylinder car (can’t remember what it was exactly) at this point I expected another car to come around the corner as it was unlikely six people would fit in the European equivalent of a rice burner.  Anyway, there was no other car so Australians being as they are – we all piled in, I think Cathy sat on Vicki’s lap for the trip to the venue.

The venue was awesome, the marque was almost big enough to race in, had all the mod-con’s like a shop, coffee, tea, etc.  Particular attention during construction and planning the layout of the marquee was given to the bar area, we were to learn later the reason for this.

The organiser had erected flag poles at the venue with all the Flyball countries flags flown including Australia’s which was a very touching moment to see flying.

We had already committed ourselves to stewarding and learning all we could, so we could share that knowledge with AFA members all around Australia, we felt this was important as the AFA had paid our air fares and expenses (hey, I was joking).  We asked Luke the competition organiser to show us what he wanted us to do, “Have a cup of coffee I’ll be back in a minute” was the reply (I could only understand 5% of the pigeon English I heard).

Luke returned a few minutes later with the Australian team’s dogs, our learning curve was going to be steeper than I thought, Vicki declined to run a dog as she was our camera woman.  Cathy being used to running Jeddah the little black dog from Melbourne, go a huge border collie to drag her around for the weekend.  Eric and I had another border collie each, my bitch of course was the best – her name was Yuse.  I was a little embarrassed to be caught at the end of the second day of competition trying to train Yuse to keep quiet whilst I zipped up my suitcase, I think she must have been scared of the dark!

The Australian team defeated the French team in the final of the double elimination final on day two to win that division with a best time of 20.12 seconds.

First division was won by Belgium team “Slober” from the “Tornadoes” of Britain followed by “Black Brains” of Belgium.  Fastest time for the these teams was a lot quicker than our third division.

Even though it rained heavily for the two days of competition, everyone had a fantastic time.

Steve Pitt, AFA’s European Correspondent

Incredible Dog Challenge

Could anyone holding reimbursement cheques for the Incredible Dog Challenge please deposit them.  It makes it a lot easier for the Treasurer to keep track of the accounts.  Welcome back to the Treasurer’s position Vicki, great to have you back on board!

Around the Traps

Just a short note to send our sympathy to Steve Pitt and Vicki Kennelly on the loss of Monty and Jay.  For those of you who have been around Flyball for some time, you will remember that both these dogs were great Flyball foundation members and competitors.  Monty, alias “Boofhead”, was one of the anchor dogs for the Queanbeyan Flyball team and even in his old age just wanted to keep on running.

Though this is very sad news, we do know that the new members of the family are tenacious working dogs (Two Bob and Marbles), and we hope to see them Flyballing in the future.

On a brighter note CONGRATULATIONS! Eric Van Zuyden is going to be a grandfather!!!  Yes, Jagger and Ginger from the Croydon Rockets have “let the cat out of the bag” and told us that they are expecting a litter of Border babies very soon.  With a red & white dad and a red & white mum – what colour will the puppies be??  One thing for sure, they certainly should be able to Flyball!

Harry’s Practice

Did you see the Flyball segment on Harry’s Practice on 13 August?  It was a great little piece and we would like to thank Terry Hey for putting it all together.  Terry has been working very hard promoting the sport of Flyball not only in Sydney but on National TV!  Thanks also to all those people who have made the fantastic effort to be a part of the demonstrations/promotions.  Without your participation it would not be possible.

AFA Regional Representatives

New South Wales

Terry Hey, 9 McMullen Ave, Carlingford NSW 2118

Ph:  02 9871 2069 Email: rthey@idx.com.au

Queensland

Rosie Milton – Ph:  07 3286 3650

South Australia

John Gayler, 24 Broser Cres, Davoren Park SA 5113

Ph: 08 8254 8841 Email:  johndg@camtech.net.au
Victoria

Eric Van Zuyden, 20 Lionel Cres, Croydon VIC 3136

Ph: 03 9779 9601       Mobile: 0412 820 555 

Fax:  03 9779 9602    Email:  eric@flyball.com

AFA Homepage

If you would like to put something on the net, information on demo’s, competitions, photos, Flyball generally, etc. please contact Sue Town at:  

               suetown@msn.com.au 

Make sure your Club is on the Net.  You can find the homepage at:    www.flyball.org.au
For connection to the Australian Flyball Mailing List please contact list administrator Mr Reg Dwyer . 

                 r-dwyer@adfa.oz.au
Contacts

Australian Flyball Association Inc

PO Box 1442, Queanbeyan  NSW  2620

Homepage:   www.flyball.org.au

E-mail to Steve Pitt:  afa@flyball.com
Contact:  Steve Pitt, President  

Phone:    02 6299 4908, mobile 0414 795 589.

Calendar of Events for 2000

September

   9

Adelaide Royal Show, Flyball Competition



Contact:  Emma LeCras on 0413 831 983



AFA Sanctioned Event
October

   1

NAFC – Royal Melbourne Show



Contact:  Emma LeCras on 0413 831 983



AFA Sanctioned Event
14

ACT Companion Dog Club Flyball Competition

 

Contact:  Rob Heferen on 02 6295 7764

AFA Sanctioned Event

3       The Prom Challenge Flyball Competition

Working Dog Education Centre, Welshpool, Vic

 

Contact:  Emma Le Cras on 03 9735 2425

AFA Sanctioned Event

November 

3-5         Canberra Pet Expo – Flyball Demonstrations

NATEX (Epic) Contact:Steve Pitt 02 6299 4908

18

Queanbeyan Flyball Competition

AFA Sanctioned Event
24-26
Sydney Pet and Animal Expo-Demonstrations



Rosehill Gardens, Sydney


      Contact:  Steve Pitt on 02 6299 4908

January 2001

3-6        Centenary of Federation Canine Games 

Competition hosted by the ACT Canine Association Epic, ACT – Indoor competition

State vs State. Unlimited camping, black tie ball and bushbands on Saturday night.

Contact:  Steve Pitt on 02 6299 4908

AFA Sanctioned Event

Please note that all competitors at an AFA Sanctioned event must be financial members of the AFA Inc.
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